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Wu, Zhitong

From: Laura Serway <lcserway@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, December 16, 2024 7:28 PM
To: Zoning; Monto, Jimmy
Cc: Laura Serway
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Application SP-24-29

After reading over the application for the change of land use I have a few questions.   
 
Without walking the property it is hard to see the back of the property, where the land ends and how 
it butts up to other properties behind it and along the sidewalk. The grounds behind it are in 
terrible condition and that must be addressed.  It is tough to walk on that sidewalk there, as the trees are 
never trimmed, leaves not cleaned up and they RARELY do they shovel it!  I walk all around Eastwood, it 
is always an issue coming down that Forest Hill on that sidewalk. 
 
Behind and around the building is ALWAYS a mess!  Garbage, junk you name it, will that be cleaned up 
first, I didn't see but will they have to then fence in around their property?  That would be a huge help to 
those of us that have the stranglers in the neighborhood that like to jump 4 foot fences and just walk on 
our property as desired.  
 
 Will they have more cameras and will they cooperate with the neighbors if we have questions?   
 
I am happy to see that they will be asked to include a dumpster gated corral, thank you.  I think they are 
trying hard to run a good operation in general, I give them credit.  I don't go in there often as the lack of the 
hood makes the smell in there difficult for me to be in there long.  
 
I am sorry that I can't attend, thank you for sending along the postcard. Please let me know when the 
minutes and the determinations are posted.  Thank you 
 
 
 
Best, 
 
Laura 
315-569-4143 
LCSerway@gmail.com  



Syracuse

12/13/24
Syracuse City Planning Commission
233 East Washington Street
Common Council Chambers, City Hall
Syracuse, NY 13202

Re: Concerns Regarding Special Use Permit Application SP-24-30 for 623-25 Wolf Street 
Dear Members of the Syracuse City Planning Commission & Zoning Administration,
I am writing to express serious concerns regarding Special Use Permit Application SP-24-30, which 
seeks to open a restaurant at 623-25 Wolf Street. The property’s history and its impact on the 
neighborhood must be carefully considered in your decision.
The previous business at this location—a bar—caused years of chaos. Noise, crime, and unruly 
behavior from its patrons made life unbearable for nearby residents. It took tireless effort and hard 
work from neighbors, who made countless police calls and pushed for code enforcement actions, to 
finally get this business shut down. The owner voluntarily gave up the liquor license after failing to 
maintain control.  Now, this same owner is seeking approval to reopen as a restaurant. While the focus 
is on food, there’s no guarantee that past problems won’t return.
Our Concerns

1. History of Mismanagement: The owner’s inability to manage the bar effectively raises serious 
doubts about their ability to run a restaurant without similar issues.

2. Risk of Recurring Problems: Without proper safeguards, the restaurant could attract the same 
type of disruptive clientele, creating a repeat of the earlier issues.

3. Neighborhood Impact: Residents endured years of noise, late-night disruptions, and unsafe 
conditions. The neighborhood should not go through this again.

4. Lack of Community Trust: This location/area is already associated with problems. Many 
neighbors feel this business serves the owner’s interests, not the community’s.

Recommendations
If this permit is considered, the following conditions must be mandatory:

 Strict Rules: Clear guidelines on operating hours, noise control, and public behavior must be 
enforced from day one.

 Accountability: Require regular check-ins with the city codes, police, and health department 
inspections to ensure compliance.

 Security Measures: A plan for maintaining order, including adequate security, should be a non-
negotiable condition.

Our neighborhood deserves better. We are not opposed to new businesses, but they must respect the 
community and improve it—not drag it back into the same problems we fought so hard to resolve. 
Furthermore, the neighborhood does not need another vacant building, which would become a magnet 
for squatters and vagrants if this venture fails. 
If our recommendations cannot be adhered to or agreed upon, we vehemently oppose this permit. 
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
Catherine Cullivan, Acting-President, 
On behalf of the WSNA – Syracuse
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